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Start ‘05 right, Volunteer!
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· January 3rd – 31st ~ America's Second Harvest of the Big Bend Food Bank is in need of volunteers for 20 hours a week, Monday through Friday, starting January 3rd through January 31st. The volunteer will be responsible for answering the phone, directing calls to the appropriate person, making copies of information, opening mail, assisting with mail outs, data entry, and filing.  If interested, please contact Tamela Costa at 562-3033 ext. 12 or by e-mail at tcosta@fightinghunger.org.

· January 24th ~ Volunteers are needed to help the Tallahassee Coalition for the Homeless conduct its survey of persons experiencing homelessness in Tallahassee/Leon County on January 24, 2005. The information from this important survey provides an overview of homeless conditions in Tallahassee and is invaluable for public education, funding of local services and planning to better meet the needs of people who are homeless in our community.  The success of this survey depends on you.  Volunteers will be interviewing people experiencing homelessness at various locations throughout Tallahassee and helping out at the volunteer base site.  This is a great opportunity to learn about homelessness and surveying while helping to improve the lives of people experiencing homelessness.  All volunteers must attend a required Training on Saturday, Jan. 22nd from 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm at the University Lutheran Church at FSU, 925 West Jefferson Street.  During the training session, volunteers will have the opportunity to sign up for volunteer time slots for the Jan. 24th survey date, anywhere from 5am until 10pm.  Registration is recommended but not required.  To register, please email: TchHomelessSurvey@yahoo.com with the subject line Register.

· January 22nd – March 5th ~ YMCA:  The Tallahassee YMCA sports department is looking for a few volunteers to coach their youth basketball and cheerleading teams for ages 5-10.  Volunteers are required to practice with the kids once a week and attend games, which are held on Saturdays.  The season runs January 22-March 5 and practice begins week of January 10.  If you are interested, please visit the Tallahassee YMCA in person at 2001 Apalachee Parkway or call 877-6151 for more information.

· January 19th & January 22nd ~ Ring in the New Year right.  Help newcomers from around the world develop their English conversational skills.  The Literacy Volunteers of Leon County are sponsoring an ESOL Tutor Training Workshop.  Orientation and Training Session one will be held on Wednesday, January 19 from 6-8:30 pm.  Training session two will be held on Saturday, January 22 from 10 am- 5pm. Call Ellen Lauricella at 487-4444 for more information or to register.

· January  28th – 30th ~ The 4-H is looking for a volunteers who love to fish and work with youth.  They are looking for a few adults to become a 4-H Sports Fishing volunteer so they can offer the program to 4-H in Leon County.  There will be a training for this volunteer position January 28th – 30th at the 4-H Camp Ocala facility.  If you would like more information or to sign up, please call 487-3009.
· January 29th ~ The Nature Conservancy is having a Trail Workday at Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravines Preserve on January 29. Volunteers will meet at the preserve office at 10 am and work until mid-afternoon.  Volunteers should drink lots of water the night before so they are well hydrated for the workday. It is also recommended to bring lunch, snacks and water; wear long pants and boots or sturdy footwear; and bring work gloves, a hat, bug goop and sunscreen. Tools will be provided. RSVP to Leigh Brooks at 643-2756 or leigh_brooks@tnc.org

· March 19th ~ The Tallahassee Lenders’ Consortium (TLC) will be hosting its 16th Home Buyer Showcase on Saturday, March 19, 2005.  The event will take place at the North Florida Fairgrounds, located at 441 Paul Russell Road from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Volunteers are needed to help assist in facilitating this event.  Duties may include, but are not limited to, support with set-up, registration, children’s activities, vendor accommodations, and clean up.  If interested, please contact Evonne Peacock by March 4th at 222-6609 or epeacock@tallahasseelenders.org.


· The LeRoy Collins Public Library needs volunteers for:

· A Vertical File Volunteer.  Duties of the Vertical File Volunteer would include:  making Xerox copies of newspaper articles; sorting, cutting, and labeling newspaper articles; and/or filing newspaper articles by type and in the correct alphabetical order. Volunteers are needed one to two hours per week for this opportunitiy.
 
· An Internet sign-up volunteer for weekday evenings. Wednesday and Friday afternoons after 2:00 pm are also open.  The duties of the Internet Attendant are to maintain a log of patrons, issues tokens that correspond with the workstation, and help with the computers and printer.
· A Computer Attendant is needed to assist the Youth Services Information Desk Librarian by managing the Internet & Game computer sign- in, use and maintenance, and other clerical duties as assigned.  Time slots available are:  Monday 5-7, Monday 7-9, Tuesday 5-7, Tuesday 7-9, Friday 2-4, Friday 4-6

· The Lake Jackson Branch Library needs volunteers for:
· A Computer Sign-up Volunteer is needed for mornings and early afternoons.  Volunteers will be in charge of the computer sign up log, noting when patrons are arriving, leaving, and time limits. 

· You could help out in time of a disaster by taking American Red Cross Disaster Services courses. These courses are aimed at beginning volunteers who want to provide basic relief services. If you are an employee of the State of Florida, City of Tallahassee, or Leon County, you can receive 15 days of paid disaster leave to volunteer during a disaster for the American Red Cross.  Volunteers can become trained in some of the following areas:  Introduction to Disaster Services, Mass Care: An Overview, Shelter Operations, Damage Assessment I, Logistics: An Overview, Family Services: Providing Emergency Assistance, and Disaster Health Service: An Overview.  If interested, please visit their website, http://www.tallytown.com/redcross/training.html, for more information.


· Answer the call for help become a Volunteer Hotline Counselor with 2-1-1 Big Bend. 2-1-1 Big Bend is holding an orientation and volunteer interview session on Thursday, January 27 at 7PM in room 180 of the Bellamy Building at FSU.  Individuals interested in becoming volunteer telephone counselors with the agency should visit the agency's web site at www.211BigBend.org or call Carrie Tyree at 681-9131 x 225.

· Mentors needed! Female Voices Early Intervention and Enhancement Program, Inc. (FVP) provides mentoring, academic tutoring and life development skills to pre-adolescent and adolescent females ages 8 to 18. The program's main objective is to build character skills while keeping program participants delinquency and drug free.  Currently, 42 mentor volunteers are needed for 3 to 4 hours per week.  For more information contact Lorraine Mckinnie at 847-9407 or femalevoic@aol.com.  Please see the website for more information: http://www.geocities.com/femalevoice/
· Are you interested in Making a Difference in the Life of a Child?  Children's Home Society of North Florida invites you to participate in the MODEL (Mentors Opening Doors and Enriching Lives) Program, a one-to-one community-based mentoring program for children who have a parent incarcerated in a federal or state prison. Each youth is matched with a mentor who can provide guidance and support to help each child develop to their fullest potential. If you are 21 years of age or older and willing to commit to one hour per week for one year, contact a volunteer coordinator at 921-0772 x 227. Background check required.

· Leon County American Heart Association Volunteers are the backbone of the American Heart Association. Without volunteers the American Heart Association would not be able to accomplish its goals and fulfill its mission. There are many volunteer opportunities here in Tallahassee and you are invited to join the fight against America's number one and number three killers - heart disease and stroke.  Volunteers will be asked to perform numerous tasks including: answering telephones, performing routine office tasks, helping the staff get ready for the 2005 Heart Ball by preparing invitations, picking up donated items, compiling relevant spreadsheets and more.  The office is open from 8:30AM-5:30PM Monday-Friday.  If you are interested, please contact Kristen Gillespie at 878-3885 or Kristen.Gillespie@heart.org
· The Hunger Hotline Emergency Food Referral Service is currently seeking volunteers for the Spring 2005 Semester. Limited internship positions are also available for Spring and Summer 2005. The Hunger Hotline is a service sponsored by the Florida Association for Community Action (FACA), Inc. and funded by a grant from the Florida Department of Community Affairs and the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Community Services. The statewide Hotline directs callers to emergency food resources such as food pantries, meal programs, community action agencies, and faith-based initiatives in their communities. To volunteer, or for additional information please contact Community Food & Nutrition Program Manager, Javier Betancourt at the FACA office at 224-4774 or 1-800-329-3663/FOOD or via email at jbetancourt@faca,org .  See www.faca.org; for information about FACA's services.

· Take Pride in America is a national partnership that aims to seek, support and recognize volunteer who work to improve public parks, forests, grasslands, wildlife refuges, cultural and local historic sites, local playgrounds and other recreation areas.  To become a volunteer locally, please visit www.takepride.gov or call 245-3098 to pledge your volunteer hours.

This listing contains information that is intended to advertise the latest volunteer opportunities.  It is not an endorsement of the organization. VolunteerLEON serves as a referral source only.  Inquiries regarding the listed volunteer opportunities should be directed to the name and number given for each opportunity.

To be removed from this list, please reply back to this e-mail with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
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